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All lectures will be from 7-8pm in the Alaska Zoo Gateway Hall 

2018-2019 Free Wildlife Speaker Series At The Alaska Zoo 

February 13 
Stories from the Arctic by Arctic Youth Ambassadors 

Arctic Youth Ambassadors are young leaders from across  
Alaska who have traveled around Alaska, the lower 48, and the 
world telling their real-life stories of a rapidly changing Arctic in 
Alaska. Join a couple Ambassadors as they reflect on growing up in 
rural Alaska, and change they are seeing in wildlife, weather,  
and the land. They will share their inspiration and ideas on  
tackling this challenge to help ensure a bright future for Alaska’s 
wildlife and people.   

October 10 
Bats in the Land of the Midnight Sun 

Did you know that we have bats in Alaska? The Alaska Center for 
Conservation Science has been studying little brown bats (yes, 
which is actually their name) in Anchorage and southcentral  
Alaska. This has led to new and exciting discoveries about how 
bats survive in the land of the midnight sun. Come celebrate  
National Bat Appreciation Month with Amanda Droghini and learn 
more about these fascinating flying mammals! 

March 13 
Sentinels of the Seas: Seabirds, Die-offs, & Ecosystem Changes 

Puffins, kittiwakes, and murres, are sentinels of our seas. Their  
die-offs in Prince William Sound and along Alaska’s coast in recent 
years is unprecedented and reveal a changing Pacific Ocean  
ecosystem. Join Robb Kaler, a wildlife biologist with US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, as he discusses these changes and how citizens 
like you are helping to document the possible causes.  

November 14 
Eye of a Lynx 

Nate Berg and Jared Laufenberg of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service share stories and their study of radio collared lynx, which 
looked at how and where these wild cats travel to make a living in 
Alaska. Their goal is to better understand and impart what we need 
to know to ensure lynx populations remain healthy, abundant, and 
interconnected across Alaska’s vast landscapes. 

April 10 
Bear Aware? 

We live a big wild life in Anchorage and with that comes the  
responsibility of knowing how to live around potentially dangerous 
wildlife, particularly bears. Spring is the perfect time to brush up 
on your bear safety knowledge with members from the Anchorage 
Bear Committee Education Group. Bear spray training included! 

December 12 
Restoring Alaska’s Wood Bison 

Learn about the history of wood bison in Alaska, their success in 
the present, and the amazing potential that the future holds. Tom 
Seaton, Alaska’s wood bison restoration project biologist with the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, will share the successes and 
challenges of this interesting effort. 

January 9 
Life & Travels of Alaska’s Globetrotting Shorebirds 

Rick Lanctot, U.S. Fish Wildlife Service, and Lili Naves, Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, will introduce you to Alaska’s 
globetrotting shorebirds. Travel with Alaska’s shorebirds to the 
equator and southern hemisphere, tropical islands and foreign 
beaches, that have essential habitat in their annual migration.  
Along the journey, meet the people who are working hard to  
conserve these crucial habitats and, ultimately, Alaska’s shorebirds.  
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All Wildlife Wednesday talks are ASL interpreted. 

Door prizes are donated by Alaska Geographic 


